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The Cave 

  

This picture above, was originally a video of the boat ride we took with the class. 
The video starts with the boat heading into the direction of the cave in the picture, 
we enter the cave. We see different hues of green, the water a different shade of 
blue, it was beautiful to witness even for a few seconds.  

This picture has left its impact on me. It is very expressive of how I felt when I 
started university. I entered as a freshman with no expectations and a sea of 
uncertainties regarding leaving home for the first time, to encounter a journey of 
becoming a fully independent being, reminded me of the cave, its darkness and the 
strange feelings it bestowed on me. 

The cave reminds me of the beginning of this semester, when two students after a 
class lecture made an announcement. The students talked about Sea and Society, 
they gave an overview of the syllabus, which included guest lectures and trips 
outside the class setting. They also mentioned that the class would sink to the 
ocean floor if enough people did not register to it, so I decided to try and help the 
students and approached and said I wanted to join but only if we could change the 
class timing, after that I saw a crowd of people approaching the girls demanding 
the same change, we all wrote our names down on a paper and left to hope if our 
petition to change the timing of the class worked. It did! 



This is currently my second semester in the major Anthropology and Sociology, so 
far it has been a scenic boat ride filled with wonderful teachers and classes that left 
in awe. Soan 239B is one of them. I entered it like I entered the cave, blind by the 
darkness but with a hint of light. The class started with history of the sea from 
different perspectives, then shifted to the history of Lebanon and its many 
interactions with the sea, and the consequences of those interactions. We know 
have shifted to a more political-economical side of the sea, something which I have 
never been introduced to.  
This class is unique, the professor has left us to be creative in our own ways, since 
some of us come from different back grounds of methodology and skills. Another 
reason is, in AUB there are limited courses which allow us to study in areas that are 
not inside the classroom setting. It is honestly a refreshing breath of salt water air.  

Like the cave which holds apartments, restaurants, roads and cafes on top of it, this 
class holds a greater weight, a higher role. It addresses situations which are local, 
something not many classes do. I have lived next to the sea for so almost two years, 
and I have never known the things I know about my current location and the history 
and the troubles it has faced. It teaches us about the bigger picture of the different 
ways intervention between the sea and its different impacts in terms of our society, 
in terms of economics, politics and many other dimensions. 


