
    This presentation will start from the perspective of someone who spent a 
fifth of her youth in and under water. Being attentive to the differences of 
being under water – the changed sense of hearing, seeing, touch and smell; 
the blurring of boundaries between bodies, as parts of ourselves dissolve and 
float away to join and merge with others; the way mobility is thought about 
in relation to speed and form, not immobility – the first part of the paper will 
think about how boundaries, relationalities and ontologies change in water. 
What boundaries, problems and entities are rendered newly visible in the 
water or the sea, and what is rendered invisible, unknowable? 
    The second part of the presentation will build on this to ask how (legal and 
other) technologies are deployed to render visible, react to and sort people 
and things in the water. And, what happens to these various technologies in 
the moment of encounter with land, at ports? How do technologies and 
identification systems travel or change from sea to land? 
     The third part will explore what forms of violence the sea reveals or hides 
on a larger scale, taking seriously the way water alters (our perception of) 
boundaries and being: while the sea might hide things like dead bodies, it 
reveals toxicities in new and potent ways. Fish are notorious sentinels for 
contaminants. As Michelle Murphy has noted, the goby fish is a living sentinel 
for endocrine disrupting chemicals in Great Lakes waterways. Being attentive 
to the movement that bodies of water facilitate -- the flow of chemicals, 
plastics, hormones, waste and so on – forces us to see how these are part of 
our (and other) bodies, now, too. 
    Overall, the goal of this presentation is to look from the point of view of 
water, but also to speculate from sea to land, to think about how the sea 
might suggest different ways of being, and being together.
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